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$5  All -You-Can Eat Soup Fundraiser  

 See page 5 to find out more!  
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When you shop for chicken...think ECHO 
November 1 through November 30, 2011 

 

for every 10 pounds of Smart Chicken® purchased at any  
 

Danielôs Sentry Food Stores 
(Janesville, Whitewater, Elkhorn, Walworth, Madison, & Fort Atkinson)  

& Woodmanôs Markets (Janesville & Madison)  
 

1 lb. of chicken will be donated to ECHO. 
 

Please think Smart® the next time you purchase chicken, and help the ECHO food pantry help those in need. 

Well, not really...169 lbs of food was do-

nated and 2,370 lbs. of volunteers spent 

the afternoon at ECHO labeling cans in 

the food pantry.  The best part is that this 

small group of people did an amazing 

thing by coming together to help chisel 

away at poverty in our community.   

Poverty can look like an overwhelming 

social dilemma, and it can be unsettling.  

Many people find it awkward to be 

around those who are of a different cul-

tural or economic status.  Sometimes peo-

ple will avoid fighting poverty because 

the whole thing is just too uncomfortable, 

overwhelming, challenging, thankless, or 

too big of a risk.   

Some will lean on their old biases about 

the poor just not working hard enough.  It 

is too easy to join in with fault-finding.  

Pointing out the faults of others is a great 

way to feel better about ourselves.  It is 

the avoidance of fixing our own faults 

that prohibits our spiritual growth and 

keeps us from doing Godôs work. 

Paul tells us to ñput no stumbling block in 

anyoneôs wayò (2 Cor. 6:3 NIV).  We 

should strive for Christ to be useful in the 

lives of all by not letting obstacles get in 

our way or putting them in the way of 

others.  Sin is an obstacle that is obstruc-

tive.  The hearts of those around us close 

off to the message of God through us 

when gossip, slander, boasting, bitterness, 

greed, abuse, anger, selfishness, and re-

venge are stumbled over. 

These feelings and biases are a reality, 

and it is just a little easier for some indi-

viduals to be a little more honest about it 

than others.  Donôt we all look for a good 

return on our investments?  Investing is 

risky and uncomfortable.  So how do we 

address this uncomfortable feeling?  Not 

(Continued on page 9) 

2,539 lbs. Donated by Vacation Bible School!  

ñPut no 

stumbling 

block in  

anyoneôs 

wayò 
(2 Cor. 6:3 NIV). 



The needs of the human heart 

are the same with the poor and 

more affluent.  We are all im-

pacted by poverty, not just 

those living in it.  Poverty has 

made record gains.  Poverty, 

homelessness and unstable housing impacts ECHO 

daily.  Stable housing is important not only for a warm, 

safe place to live, but also for mental stability.  Many of 

our clients are pushed to the edge of their already 

stretched-out mental and emotional capacity when faced 

with being homeless.  Single people, couples and fami-

lies with children are all affected.  As I have said many 

times: ñHaving a place to live is the core from which 

everything else is possible!ò   

Sometimes, it is hard to imagine that we can reduce the 

rate of homelessness, but we can.  We can get people 

into homes.  It takes collaboration, alignment of re-

sources, duration of effort, focus, and on-going re-

sources.  Sustainability is the challenge.  It takes finan-

cial resources, but it also takes relationships, face-to-

face, hundreds of times a year, and, with that, together, 

we can change things.  If we canôt solve their problems, 

we can at least listen.   

Someone recently shared with me a different slant on 

donations:  people give us money to help them achieve 

their own goals, objectives and needs, by tying into our 

vision, values and mission.  Donors want us to keep 

families in their homes, keep them fed, and help them 

with other basic needs. 

ECHO supporters are a blend of people helping others, 

to make Janesville a better place to live. 

P Republicans and Democrats and people who 

like parts of both, or donôt like politics at all 

P People in manufacturing,  media, specialty 

businesses 

P Social workers,  engineers,  teachers, bankers, 

attorneys, pastors 

P Young, middle-aged and retired folks 

P People from all walks of life 

I declare all of you honorary social workers, because 

you care enough to read our newsletter, to donate, vol-

unteer, serve on committees or our Board, provide pro 

bono consultations or help in any way you can.   But, 

now you will have to keep up with your CEUs.  For 

those of us who are licensed social workers, that means 

at least 30 continuing education units every two years.  

For you honorary social workers, it means that you have 

to talk to each other, ask us about what we are doing, 

read the information in the newsletters, check out our 

website, ask us questions, and give us feedback.   

What we can do together is limitless.  You are vision 

people.  Thatôs how you all got to where you are.  You 

are catalysts for change.  Together we can make our 

community a better place to live.  Think outside the 

bubble.  Help us keep hope alive.  This present moment 

is the mother of the next moment.  Iôm feeling good at 

the moment.  How about you? 

ECHO is about people giving, to help people they donôt 

know but care about, expecting nothing in return.  I am 

proud of all of you for sharing what you have.  That 

makes a difference at ECHO, in this community, and in 

your lives and hearts.  Thank You 

GO GREEN. REQUEST YOUR NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL AT cmaveety@echojanesville.org 
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  By Karen Lisser, Executive Director 
www.klisser@echojanesville.org 
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Did you know  
 

From January through August 

2011 ECHO provided food 

for 2,478,338 meals to 17,610 

people in 5,761 families. 
 

From June through September ECHO issued 

$15,805 in Farmerôs Market Food Vouchers. 
 

In August ECHO distributed school supplies to 

1,430 children in 629 families. 
 

ECHO appreciates your support!  

Thank you!  

Save money and help a good cause! 
 

Buy your Bucky Book  
at any Janesville  

Lions Quick Mart.  
2619 Milton Ave. 

104 E. Racine St. 

1620 W US Hwy 14 
 

Proceeds  

benefit  

ECHO. 

$35  

Are you a friend of ECHO?  
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Dear Friends of ECHO, 

ECHO touches every 

community in Rock County.  ECHO has grown since 

our beginning and is one of the main hubs to keep 

families in their homes and food on the table.  Without  

volunteers and donations we could not help as many 

people as we do.  Yes, our needs are up and it is 

getting more challenging to keep families in their 

homes and food on the table.  The children and the 

elderly suffer the most in these changing times. 

Winter will be here soon and it will take each and 

every one of us to step forward to help our neighbors 

and our community.  Please take time to help your 

neighbors get ready for the cold weather.  Offer to 

help; changing their furnace filter, putting plastic on 

the windows, or just taking a pot of hot soup over to 

neighbor in need. 

ECHO has two LARGE FUNDRAISERS coming up 

on October 29th and November 4th.  We need 

everyone's help to make both events a sell-out. 

EMPTY BOWL, Saturday, October 29th at 

PARKER HIGH SCHOOL, 11am-3pm.  All the 

soup and artisan breads you can eat.  Advance tickets 

$5 ($8 at door).  Call ECHO for advance tickets or go 

to ECHOôs web site at www.echojanesville.org.  See 

page 4 for more information. 

NEW ODYSSEY BENEFIT CONCERT, Friday, 

November 4th at JPAC, 7:30pm presented by The 

Bouche Group.  Three guys - thirty instruments.  Here 

is an act that is versatile, funny, novel, talented, 

polished, family-oriented, with an awesome 

presentation.  Outstanding arrangements of almost 

every style are performed on 30 different musical 

instruments!  With a unique combination of great 

music, audience participation and sheer zaniness, 

mayhem can ensue at any moment.  For more 

information and to purchase tickets at $30 each.  

Please visit www.echojanesville.org or call Jessica at 

608-754-5333.  See back page for more information. 

Today is ours, letôs make it count. 

Peace, 

Andrea Morse 

ECHO Board President 

A MESSAGE FROM  

THE PRESIDENT 

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION AND EVENTS, VISIT www.echojanesville.org  

A Donation of THANKSGIVING  
ECHO expects to assist 1100 families  who are low -income.  

 

Yes, I would like to sponsor ____ Thanksgiving Dinner(s) at $30 each and/or I would like to  

make a donation to help feed families after Thanksgiving by sending in a check to the  

ECHO Office at 65 S. High St., Janesville, WI 53548, made out to: ñECHO Thanksgivingò. 
 

$30 Ǐ    $60 Ǐ    $120 Ǐ    $250 Ǐ    $500 Ǐ 
 

Any donation is appreciated Ǐ $___________ 
 

�3�O�H�D�V�H���K�H�O�S���P�D�N�H���D���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���D���W�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O���R�Q�H�� 
 

  Name: _____________________ Phone #: ___________ E-Mail: ________________________________ 
 

  Address: _______________________________________ Zip Code: ______________ 
 

For payment by credit card:      Circle one:   VISA    MasterCard    Discover 
 

Name on credit card: __________________________________________ 
 

Credit card # ____________________________________________  Expiration date: ________________ 
 

Credit card mailing address/city/state/zip: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Donations can also be made on -line at www.echojanesville.org  


